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The Assembly at a Glance 


(Continued from last issue) 


RESBYTERIAN reunion and Federal Council of Churches given 
P overwhelmingly affirmative vote; opposition is vocal but small 
in number. . . . Home mission council report on Negro work 
is referred to new and independent ad interim committee for thorough 
study and survey. . . . Stillman Institute and Assembly’s Training 
School given permission to conduct $500,000 campaigns. . . . Assem- 
bly declines to change statement regarding Chafer teachings... . 
Requests withdrawal of President’s representative from the Vatican. 
. . - Refuses to censure leaders of San Francisco conference for failure 
to have prayers at opening. . . . Clerk reports 368 commissioners out 
of 380 are present at Assembly. . . . Stewardship committee recom- 
mendations adopted, changing budget percentages in greatly in- 
creased askings. . . . Study on central treasurership is recommitted. 
. . . Urgent call for more missionaries is given. . . . Home missions 
emergency campaign is launched. . . . Social and moral welfare 
committee’s statement on dancing is approved with only slight oppo- 
sition. . . . Committee on a Christian peace is set up with power to 
function. . . . Ad interim study looking toward creation of depart- 
ment of Christian relations is authorized. . . . Pre-Assembly con- 
ference on Christian relations approved and pre-synod conferences 
on the subject are urged. . . . Assembly is termed a “Chapel Assem- 
bly” and large expansion program is called for. . . . Campaigns for 
church’s educational institutions are encouraged. . . . Hears that 
Montreat College trustees have raised the institution to senior col- 
lege level. . . . Study of term pastorates is continued. 














N FACING OUR world responsibility there are two choices for our nation: (1) Isolationism— 
which is non-Christian; or (2) Cooperation, in which we try to work out some organization 
through which the forces of righteousness and justice might prevail. . . . We all want to be 

isolated. That doesn’t require anything morally of us at all. We can turn our back on the 
world. Isolationism makes a man feel that he is superior to another man and because of that 
superiority he caninsult him. Wecan indulge our racial and national superiority to the fullest— 
unless a new spirit enters us. A policy of cooperation requires that we put aside force. It re- 
quires tolerance, faith and friendship. . . . The church must pray for peace and for the men 
in whose hands peace rests. It must preach the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man, 
for, if we are ever to get a point of unity, it will grow out of that fact.—Judge John A. Sibley, of At- 
lanta, at the Elders’ Dinner during the 85th General Assembly. 























LETTERS 


Preparation for the Assembly 
Sirs: 

Congratulations upon the swell job you 
have done trying to prepare the mind of 
the church for the current General Assem- 
bly. I’ve no idea what will be done (See 
editorial, page 8), but your editorial duty 
has, as I see it, been performed superbly! 





BERNARD A. McILHANY 
Cape Girardeau, Mo. 


Sirs: 

Congratulations on your enterprise in 
having highlights from the General As- 
sembly in this week’s issue of THE OUT- 
LOOK. 

P. FRANK PRICE 

Florence, 8S. C. 

May 30, 1945 


Friends of the Council 
Sirs: 

I don’t know whether it is assumed that 
since King’s Mountain Presbytery over- 
tured the General Assembly to withdraw 
from the Federal Council, there was 
thereby no opposition to said overture. I 
would like it to be generally known that 
there was considerable opposition to the 
overture, and some very able and fervent 
speeches made on the floor of presbytery 
in defense of the Federal Council. 

It is the sincere feeling of a number of 
us ministers in this presbytery that no 
such overture should come from this pres- 
bytery next year to accentuate the al- 
ready troubled waters of Protestantism. 

JOHN D. SMITH 

Forest City, N. C. 


Increase—Decrease 
Sirs: 

Dr. McMullen’s splendid article (May 14, 
p. 4), meets a hearty response in many of 
us from other fields. In Japan the mission 
for years discussed ad nauseam plans for 
co-operating with the native church, con- 
sisting of several presbyteries and a gen- 
eral synod, and even after adopting a mild 
form of “affiliation,” which left the mis- 
sionary’s authority practically untouched, 
one member still protested that he could 
not work under the policy unless the na- 
tive church shoould adopt our Confession 
of Faith and Catechisms as its standards. 

In my early years of service I, too, jeal- 
ously guarded the missionary’s authority; 
but later, after more experience, I changed 
my attitude. 

As Dr. McMullen shows, greater freedom 
in leadership increases progress; and it is 
most unfortunate that missionaries should 
hold tenaciously their privileges and au- 
thority till forced to relinquish them; so 
what might have been done graciously, 
sooner or later, becomes mandatory, and 


mars the spirit and beauty of it. The 
missionary should learn early the prin- 
ciple: the native “must increase (in con- 
trol); I, decrease.” 

How much better might have been the 
progress if all denominations had agreed 
to leave their elaborate creeds behind and 
teach simply as possible the gospel 
story. The seed of truth develops better 
when unhampered by elaborate forms im- 
ported from the West. A creed must be 
wrought out by the people of the country 
in order to be a vital force in the life of 
the people. 

I earnestly recommend a careful read- 
ing of Dr. MceMullen’s article. 

WALTER McS. BUCHANAN 

Pomona, Calif. 


as 


The South’s Most Serious Problem 
Sirs: 

Its woeful lack of provision for the 
right training of its colored candidates for 
the ministry is now stirring our Southern 
Presbyterian Church. A year ago the Gen- 
eral Assembly requested its Home Mis- 
sions Council to make a thorough inves- 
tigation and bring its report to the pres- 
ent meeting at Montreat. 

From the leading article in THE PRES- 
BYTERIAN OUTLOOK (May 2) they have 
“flagrantly disregarded” this order and 
have left the problem not only unsolved 
but unstudied. 

Our social ostracism of every member 
of the colored race, however cultured and 
highly educated, is going to lead to fu- 
ture race riots if it continues unabated. 
It is, in my judgment, the South’s most se- 
rious problem, and calls insistently for 
broad-minded, non-traditional, inter-racial 
statesmanship. 

As a matter of general information let 
me relate how rapidly a threatening race 
problem was solved in Dayton, Ohio, last 
month by inter-church cooperation and 
vigorous community action. 

A large local plant in Dayton was man- 
ufacturing parts for the B-29 Flying For- 
tresses now in such immediate demand in 
the Japanese war. As 


workers are so 
searce the War Manpower Commission 
added a Negro woman to the working 
force. Immediately all the workers in 


that department staged a sit-down strike, 
thus hampering seriously the factory’s 
output. 

When, a week later, another Negro 
woman was added, the entire force at the 
factory, except a single department, went 
on strike and the factory output became 
nil. 

The union leaders declared they 
had to do with such a strike. 
Nearby army leaders declared they could 
do nothing toward forcing the workers 
back to work. The organized white work- 
ers threatened violence and the large 
Negro community began to hold mass 
The manufacturing company 
could not disobey the man- 


labor 
nothing 


meetings. 
declared 


it 
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power commission which had put the 
women to work. It was evident that a 
race riot was near at hand. 

Then the church federation of Dayton 
took the matter in hand through its race 
relations committee. (It first sent a com- 


mittee of clergymen, but these were 
greeted with taunts and jeers. It then 


held two fact-finding meetings, published 
letters in the press, and had the morning 
and evening newspapers come out with 
strong editorials endorsing the church fed- 
eration and the manpower commission. 
They then had the government send a 
strong officer to warn the strikers. 

That evening the strikers held a mass 
meeting and voted to go back to work the 
next morning, which they did.. Every- 
thing has moved smoothly since then; the 
Negro women report that no sign of hos- 
tility has been shown them but that ev- 
erybody seems friendly; and that even the 
leaders are making no objection to their 
presence. 

In trying to solve our omnipresent race 
problem this bit of recent history may 
prove an interesting and valuable lesson 
to organized Christianity in every state of 
the Union, especially in the South. 

HENRY LOUIS SMITH 

Greensboro, N. C. 
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Dr. Kissling 


Sunday, June 17 

Albert Kissling, pastor, 

church, Jacksonville, Fla. 
‘“‘Faith In Our Home.” 
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June 24—John A. Redhead, Greens- 
boro, N. C., “God in History.” 





Stations carrying these broadcasts 
are: WINX, Washington;WRVA, Rich- 
mond; WDBJ, Roanoke; WPTF, Ra- 
leigh; WSJS, Winston-Salem; WBIG, 
Greensboro; WYN, Asheville; WSOC, 
Charlotte; WIS, Columbia, WSPA, 
Spartanburg; WTMC, Charleston, S. C., 
and WJAX, Jacksonville. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK, entered as second-class matter, June 15, 1910, at the post office at Richmond, Va., un- 
der the act of March 3, 1879. 


Published weekly on Monday by Presbyterian of The South, Inc., 
Street, Richmond 19, Virginia. Telephone 2,9492. 


10c. a copy. $3 a year. 


Foreign postage $1 extra. 


Room 203, 13 North Fifth 





. 





The Presboterian Outlook 


OLD IN SERVICE 


Established 1819 


NEW IN SPIRIT 





Volume 127. No, 23. June 11, 1945 


18 North Fifth Street, Richmond 19, Virginia 





Outstanding General Assembly Takes Forward Steps 


Agencies Encouraged to Develop 
Aggressive Programs in 
General Advance 


(Continued from last week) 


SATURDAY AFTERNOON 


W. Roy Breg, national director of 
Allied Youth, a temperance organiza- 
tion, addressed the Assembly on the 
educational campaign being successfully 
undertaken through the high school stu- 
dents of America. Aubrey N. Brown, 
editor of THE PRESBYTERIAN OUT- 
LOOK, reported on the recent national 
study conference on a just and durable 
peace—the Cleveland Conference. 


Advance in Evangelism 


Samuel H. Inman, Charlotte, N. C., 
reported for the standing committee on 
evangelism, in the temporary absence of 
Albert Kissling, Jacksonville, Fla., com- 
mittee chairman. H. H. Thompson, the 
Assembly’s director of evangelism, ad- 
dressed the meeting, stressing the grave 
failures of the church in this responsi- 
bility in past years. The Presbyterian 
Church, he said, needs (1) evangelistic 
desire; (2) evangelistic effort; (3) 
more evangelistic preaching. He sug- 
gested that more might be done by 
preachers—‘‘ministers are considered 
the best life insurance risk and live ion- 
ger than any other class of people. It 
is a doubtful compliment.”’ More out- 
posts and an emphasis upon ‘coloniza- 
tion rather than centralization’ must be 
found. Visitation evangelism, the spe- 
cial concern of the committee in the 
year ahead, is important, the director 
said, because ‘‘today great masses of 
people are not coming to our churches.” 
Every minister and elder was urged to 
have at least one interview in personal 
evangelism each week. Later, upon mo- 
tion of G. W. Cheek, Selma, Ala., this 
became the recommendation and pledge 
of each commissioner to the Assembly. 

Chester Alexander, Burlington, N. C., 
urged that a goal of 50,000, or one in 
ten of the membership, be set for the 
coming year, these to be received into 
the church upon profession of faith. 
This was adopted by the Assembly, as 
was the motion by William W. Malcolm, 
Norfolk, Va., that the churches enroll 
100,000 witnesses for weekly personal 
contacts. This discussion of evangel- 
ism, freely participated in by the mem- 
bers of the Assembly, was one of the 





Second Installment 


Practically all of this issue is 
taken up with a report of the 85th 
General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian Church, meeting at Montreat, 
N. C., May 24-29. First part of the 
report, into Saturday afternoon, ap- 
peared here last week. A number of 
items of great importance are not 
described or discussed fully in this 
account of the meeting because of 
rather full reports which were car- 
ried in this paper in the weeks prior 
to the meeting. 











moving experiences of the entire week, 
with the evident desire to effect a bet- 
ter service in this regard. 

C. Ellis Nelson, recently of Austin 
(Texas) Seminary, was introduced by 
Edward D. Grant, executive secretary 
of the religious education committee, as 
the new director of young people’s work 
for the denomination. 


Christian Education Report 


W. A. Benfield, Jr., vice-president of 
Louisville Seminary, presented the re- 
port of the standing committee on 
Christian education and ministerial re- 
lief. The report, as adopted by the As- 
sembly, was concerned with the “pres- 
ent shortage of candidates for the min- 
istry’’; for those candidates now in the 
armed forces (prayer was offered for 
them); the continuation of the $30,000 
challenge fund and competitive scholar- 
ship fund; more adequate provision for 
retired members on the part of individ- 
ual churches, membership of all min- 
isters in the annuity fund; early com- 
pletion of the three-million-dollar prior 
service fund. Alton Glasure, Marietta, 
Ga., was named to succeed Frank P, An- 
derson, Charleston, S. C., resigned, as 
a member of the executive committee. 
Others whose terms expired were re- 
elected. 

This committee’s only overture (from 
Suwannee) asking for a change in the 
provisions of the ministers’ annuity 
fund permitting retirement of a minis- 
ter after 35 years’ continuous service in 
this denomination whether he has at- 
tained the age of 65 or not was an- 
swered in the negative ‘‘since no provi- 
sion is made in the official plan to meet 
the increased expenses which such a 
change would involve.” 


Determination to Cooperate and 
Work With Other Christians 


Is Decisively Evident 
SATURDAY EVENING 

Under the direction of the standing 
committee on stewardship, Marion A. 
Boggs, Little Rock, Ark., chairman, the 
popular meeting was featured by a mov- 
ing address by Kenneth J. Keyes, Miami 
real estate man who is also a member 
of the Assembly’s stewardship commit- 
tee. Mr. Keyes bore his personal wit- 
ness to the results of tithing. “I have 
tried God’s plan, and it works,” he de- 
clared. ‘“‘I commend it to you.” It 
was announced that Mr. Keyes is avail- 
able for addresses in churches and 
men’s groups throughout the denomi- 
nation, 


SUNDAY MORNING 


Walter L. Lingle, president emeritus 
of Davidson College, and a former mod- 
erator of the Assembly, was the preacher 
for the Sunday morning service, speak- 
ing on Christ’s ‘new commandment” 
(John 13:34-35), which commandment, 
he declared, ‘is just as true a com- 
mandment as if it had been given in 
the thundering and lightning of Sinai.” 
The commandment, he said, is new in 
kind and in degree; you and all men 
can know by its test the validity of the 
Christian claim. In applying this truth 
Dr. Lingle, in one part of his sermon, 
spoke of the finer Christian spirit which 
now pervades the church courts, even 
more than formerly. Yet more, he said, 
is needed—in the church courts, in our 
churches, between us and the other 
Presbyterian denominations, and  be- 
tween all churches of whatever name, 
in order that what was said of the 
Christians in an early age may be true 
again, ‘“‘See how these Christians love 
one another.” 

The communion service was led by 
Parks W. Wilson, Harrisonburg, Va., 
and James Sprunt, Lynchburg, Va., 
with the assistance of 36 elders, with 
Stuart Ragland, Richmond, and H. Fat 
Horton, Radford, Va., in charge of ar- 
rangements, 


SUNDAY AFTERNOON 
The afternoon meeting was devoted 
to an emphasis upon Christian educa- 
tion, with W. A. Benfield, Jr., stand- 
ing committee chairman, presiding. 
Price H. Gwynn, Jr., director of this 








4 


work for the Synod of North Carolina, 
brought the Assembly the ‘challenge 
of today to make our institutions strong 
and secure.” 

The church’s noble heritage from the 
past, the speaker said, has been sadly 
neglected. With of fac- 
tual substantiation throughout his mes- 


an abundance 


sage, Dr. Gwynn declared his belief in 
Christian education: (1) in order to 
perpetuate the Christian faith; (2) be- 


cause of the contribution of Christian 
education to the state; and (3) in order 
to and flexibility in 
“There 
in any country 


monopoly 


preserve freedom 


American education. is no 
freedom 
any group 


education.” 


chance for 


where has a on 

The church’s attitude toward its edu- 
cational institutions, he said, 
of The Presbyterian 
Church in America taught the lesson of 
higher 


has been 


one defeatism. 


education to other churches. 
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“They learned it and went forward. We 
sat down and forgot it.”” There is no 
the church’s other causes 
have institutions to 
them.” 


chance for 


“unless we 


the 


strong 


produce leaders for 


SUNDAY EVENING 

John E, Abbott, Sarasota, Fla., chair- 
man of the standing committee on home 
missions, presided Sunday evening. Rep- 
resentatives of many phases of the As- 
sembly’s Negro work were introduced 
by Executive Secretary Claude H. Prit- 
chard, Leslie Patterson, Roanoke, Va., 
(part time) director of the home 
missions emergency fund campaign, 
called the commissioners to raise the 
full quota set for the campaign—which 
has not in the three past 
He told of missed opportunities 
in the past and warned of a repetition. 
One this is the attitude of 
many toward what is thought cf as not 


new 


been done 


years. 


reason for 





Thomas Kay Young, now pastor of 
the great Idlewild Church, Memphis, 
was born of Scottish immigrant par- 
ents while they lived at Clifftop, W. 


Va. His birthplace was nearby Se- 
well. Finishing the fifth grade in 
the school at Prince, a coal mining 


village, from his eleventh to his six, 
teenth year he the 
as a trapper, coupler, and loader of 
When Henry W. Mc- 
Laughlin came from the seminary to 
become the 


of a 


worked in mines 


coal. young 


pastor in village, young 


“Tam” was one large number 
of boys and girls to join the church. 
He attended State 
College through his sophomore year, 


working 


Concord Normal 


loading 
mule and as a black- 


during vacations 


coal, driving a 


smith in the mines. He was gradu- 
ated from Hampden-Sydney College 
and Union Seminary in Virginia. 


Early pastorate were at Holden and 
Logan, in the coal fields of West Vir- 


ginia (1911-12); Covington, Va., 
(1912-18); Lexington, Va., (1918- 
24); Roanoke First, (1924-30). For 
fifteen years he has served at Idle- 


wild (membership, 2,400). 


The moderator’s greatest 
church 
officers, their 
of 


effective 


pride in 
loyalty of his 
constantly 


his is in the 
sustaining 
ministry, along with 

of the 
He counts 
this a source of deep satisfaction in 
He 
is convinced of the vital necessity of 
a practical application of the truths 
the Bible that men may 
go out the door of the church to be 
intelligent Christians ‘‘in their banks, 
the wide 

He looks with deep 
the relation of the 
church to the great masses of work- 
ing people. The church, he declares, 
must be a definitely democratic fra- 


support his 


the cooperation 


groups of church women. 


all the churches he has served. 


of in order 


at their hustings and in 


affairs of life.’’ 


concern upon 





The New Moderator 





ternity for all groups of people, bind- 
ing all each other. 

In the City of Memphis, the new 
Presbyterian 


to 


moderator is proud of 
the two-year-old council of churches, 
the Protestant 
churches together for fellowship and 
activities which 


which is’ binding 


cannot be accom- 
separately. 
Present efforts to inaugurate a work- 
public 
in the 
teaching of Bible are called extremely 
hopeful. Two ago Dr. Young 
was elected the council’s president. 


plished by the churches 


ing relationship between 


schools and Sunday schools 


weeks 


Last year as the fraternal delegate 
to the Presbyterian, U. S. A. Assem- 
bly, he expressed the ‘‘fervent hope 
that your church and ours may soon 
be united,’ as he asked the ‘‘North- 
ern’’ church ‘‘to be patient with the 
Southern Church as we continue our 
‘courtship’ until one day under God 
we may all 


be one.’’ 
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being ‘‘Presbyterian material’ for the 
churches. 
Insisting 


preparation 


that no church has better 
for meeting the needs of 
the masses of people than has the Pres- 
byterian, Mr. Patterson said, ‘‘We can 
reach them if we give them an adequate 
building, a good gospel preacher and a 
warm fellowship.’ The feeling of some 
ihat the vast influx of population into 
the South temporary has worked 
against the campaign, but, he declared, 
“This work permanent. [ haven’t 
found a church in the General 
Assembly built by this emergency fund 
money which will not be permanent, 

There has always been a great in- 
vestment in the work of this agency. 

It has always been good. Now we 
face a new opportunity. The war 
our men are fighting will be lost unless 
bring America to the foot of the 


is 


is 
single 


we 


cross.”’ 
MONDAY MORNING 


Monday morning the Assembly settled 
down to work for two long days of in- 
tensive effort, working until after 11 
o’clock Monday night and until after 
10 Tuesday night, with recesses taken 
only for mealtime during both days. 

M. Ray Doubles, dean of the Univer- 
sity of Richmond school of law, intro- 
resolution at the first of the 
Monday session, urging that pastors be 
provided a sabbatical leave of absence 
from their churches. This resolution 
was referred for study to the Assembly’s 
committee on the minister and his work. 

The service council had the 
attention of the Assembly early Monday 
with a report of its activities through 
Sam Burney Hay, Auburn, Ala., and by 
Dan T. Caldwell, director. Dr. Cald- 
well stressed the need for more chap- 
lains, saying that the Presbyterian 
Church, U. §., has been the first church 
in America to meet its quota for chap- 
lains every year. He told of plans and 
provisions for refresher courses for the 
chaplains the seminaries and he 
urged ministers to write chaplains more 
frequently. In’ looking toward the 
needs of the next years he said, ‘“‘The 
church can ruin the whole thing by not 
finishing the job.” 

Chaplain Russell C. Stroup, pastor of 
the First Church, Lynchburg, Va., and 
recently returned from active service in 
New Guinea and the Philippines to serve 
in the War Department in Washington, 
told of the great needs of the men and 
their chaplains in the years ahead as 
they continue with the armed forces. 
He paid high tribute to the work of the 
chaplains ‘‘whose lives are eloquent in 
The chaplain cautioned 
against hatred, for, he asked, ‘‘How can 
we heal a broken world if we do not 
have love to bind us together?” Dr, 
Caldwell announced _ that Chaplain 
Stroup was recently awarded the bronze 
star. His address made a deep impres- 
sion upon the Assembly, particularly as 
he told of the relations which exist be- 
tween Japanese soldiers of kind disposi- 


duced a 


defense 


at 


service.”’ 
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tion who give help, at risk of life, to 
Americans who are in need. C. Darby 
Fulton led the Assembly in prayer for 
the chaplains in army and navy. 


New Study of Negro Work Ordered 


One of the three most spirited ses- 
sions of the Assembly was that in which 
the special committee headed by A. W. 
Dick, Spartanburg, S. C., unanimously 
recommended that a new and indepen- 
dent ad interim committee be appointed 
to study the work of the church among 
Negroes and that it be instructed to 
bring in its recommendations for fu- 
ture action. With the report and recom- 
mendations of the home mission council 
on this subject, the committee urged 
that the ad interim committee make a 
new survey and that the Assembly not 
accept the report which had been sub- 
mitted. After prolonged debate, going 
into the afternoon, this was done. 

M. E. Melvin, chairman of the home 
mission council’s sub-committee ap- 
pointed to make the report, told of the 
preliminary surveys and studies being 
made by faculty members of the Uni- 
versity of Alabama and others upon 
which the report and recommendations, 
including one for the raising of $500,- 
000 for Stillman Institute, were based. 

Chester Alexander, of Orange Presby- 
tery, objected to the report of the coun- 
cil because ‘‘it is not thorough nor im- 
partial. It has no suggestions for pro- 
gressive and vigorous action as had 
been asked by the overture from Orange 
Presbytery.” He urged adoption of the 
report of Dr. Dick’s committee calling 
for a new study. 

Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., Staunton, Va., 
speaking for the Dick recommendation, 
told of recent resignations from the 
staff of Stillman Institute and of admin- 
istration difficulties. He urged the ad- 
visability of a cooperative arrangement 
with the Presbyterian, U. S. A., semi- 
nary for theological study. Present ar- 
rangements, he said, do not merit the 
fullest confidence. 

Homer MeMillan, general secretary of 
home missions, and a member of the 
council’s committee making the ad in- 
terim report, defended the report, say- 
ing, ‘‘We all want to do better for the 
Negro people, but we are dealing with 
a condition, not a theory. . . . The 
executive committee is not satisfied with 
Stillman Institute, but neither are we 
satisfied with our other institutions.”’ 
Stillman, he said, ‘‘seems to be the point 
of attack; it has a board of trustees 
equal to any such group in the Assem- 
bly.’”’ He told of surveys that have been 
underway. Referring to the claim that 
the report is not a thorough survey— 
not a perfect answer to the overture, is 
untrue. Of the criticisms alleged against 
Stillman, he said, they are now before 
the executive committee. Dr. McMillan 
urged that the study be continued by 
the council’s committee, for, said he, 
‘“T never dreamed that the report was 
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not a perfect answer to the overture 
from Orange Presbytery.’’ He offered a 
motion to substitute the report pre- 
sented by Dr. Melvin, for that of Dr. 
Dick. 

Mr. Alexander said Stillman was only 
part of the total need for a thorough 
study. Dr. Dick indicated that the dis- 
cussion on the floor had brought out 
reasons for the request for study by an 
independent committee—an exhaustive 
study of the total evangelistic and edu- 
cational work for Negroes. 

J. McD. Richards, president of Colum- 
bia Seminary, not a commissioner, was 
called upon to tell of a recent study 
made by himself, Lewis J. Sherrill, 
George Lang, and W. J. Gipson, at the 
request of the survey committee from 
the University of Alabama. Dr. Rich- 
ards and his committee, after their 
studies of the needs for theological edu- 
cation at Stillman, had recommended 
that there should not be a_ standard 
theological school established at the in- 
stitute, but rather that there should be 
founded a strong school of religion with 
a department of theology, offering a 
three-year seminary course after junior 
college graduation—‘‘not for our church 
alone but in cooperation with others, in 
order to meet the deplorable condition 
which exists among Negro ministers of 
all denominations.’”’ This arrangement, 
it was said, would cost approximately 
$200,000, or about the same amount as 
needed for the full school of theology. 
The study of this committee, it was said, 
was not available to the home mission 
council’s sub-committee in preparing its 
report as given by Dr. Melvin. 

J. Rupert McGregor, Birmingham, a 
member of the Stillman board of trus- 
tees, and sent to the Assembly to repre- 
sent the board, said he believed the 
survey being made by the University of 
Alabama group would be far-reaching. 
He told of a federal grant of $70,000 
which can be obtained for the Stillman 
hospital. 

Walter L. Lingle upheld the appoint- 
ment of an independent ad _ interim 
committee for a thorough study. The 
home missions committee, he said, has 
been proceeding all these years along 
the lines approved by the General As- 
sembly. Many changes have taken place 
since 1861, he said. What is needed 
now is a study of what other denomi- 
nations are doing among the Negroes of 
the South—an ad interim committee to 
study the whole question of the church’s 
attitudes toward the Negro and what 
ought to be done. Such a study should 
go on for a year or for three or five 
years. 

In a vigorous address, E. E. Gillespie, 
Greensboro, N. C., told of his relation- 
ship to the report of the home mission 
council and of the work of the sub- 
committee appointed to make the study. 
He told of prolonged delay after the 
AssembDly’s order without any call for a 
committee meeting and of his own ef- 
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forts to help in the production of a re- 
port by the entire committee. The 
chairman, he declared, told him the re- 
port would be prepared when the com- 
mittee was called to meet on the after- 
noon before the entire council was 
called for its regular meeting. The 
chairman, he said, indicated that he 
did not have the material on the sub- 
ject but that Dr. MeMillan had been 
asked to prepare the report. Other ma- 
terial, Dr. Gillespie said, was not ad- 
mitted to the report. He urged a new 
committee because ‘‘we did not do what 
the Assembly told us to do in making 
a thorough study, in order ‘that the 
thing we were supposed to do may be 
done.”’ 

W. J. Gipson, New Orleans, a mem- 
ber of Snedecor Synod, expressed the 
feeling that the “ministers of Snedecor 
Synod are woefully inadequate. So far 
as the training of ministers at Stillman 
is concerned we have put a ceiling on, 
and the church will suffer for it.” 
Snedecor men, he said. were disap- 
pointed about the possibility of having 
only a department and not a school of 
theology. Later on he stated that 
Snedecor ministers have only one zeal— 
to have a more adequate curriculum at 
Stillman. 

R. A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss., urged 
approval of the council’s report in or- 
der that Stillman might go ahead with 
its campaign (for $500,000) to do some- 
thing for the Negro. 

Dr. McMillan spoke again of the pro- 
gram being planned for the enlarge- 
ment of the work. Then he said, in 
order to gain a united church and a 
united voice and in view of the misun- 
derstanding revealed on the floor of the 
Assembly, he wished to offer a substi- 
tute for the whole that the ad interim 
committee, as Dr. Dick’s committee 
recommended, be approved and that 
they be instructed to bring back a pro- 
gram of greater service to the Negroes. 
The motion was not allowed. The spe- 
cial ad interim committee, as recom- 
mended by the Dick committee was 
unanimously approved and the Assem- 
bly then voted to add Dr. MecMillan’s 
explanation as an appendage to the re- 
port. 

In the closing minutes of the Assem- 
bly Tuesday night the question vas 
raised as to whether the refusal to ac- 
cept the council’s report giving the rea- 
sons for the half-million dollar cam- 
paign for Stillman did not reject also 
permission for conduct of the campaign. 
lt was the judgment of those who spoke 
that though the report was rejected, 
permission had been given through the 
stewardship committee report to con- 
duct the campaign. 

Appointed by the moderator to the ad 
interim committee to make the study 
of the church’s work among Negroes 
were: Price H. Gwynn, Davidson, N. C., 
chairman; Frank C. Brown, Dallas; 
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J. McDowell Richards, Decatur, Ga.; 
John §S. Land, New Orleans; G. W. 
Gideon, Atlanta; Judge Julian Alexan- 
der, Jackson, Miss., and M. Ray 
Doubles, Richmond. 

MONDAY AFTERNOON 


A. Livingston Warnshuis, counsellor 
for the committee on overseas relief 
and reconstruction, was presented to the 
Assembly by Vernon §S. Broyles, chair- 
man of the Assembly’s war relief com- 
mittee. Dr. Warnshuis brought greet- 
ings from the Federal Council of 
Churches and also spoke unofficial greet- 
ings for the Reformed Church in Amer- 
ica, of which he is a member. He spoke 
graphically of the deep need of the 
war-torn countries of Europe and he 
told of the power of the church during 
these past years. The confessional 
churches in Germany, he said, have 
formed the backbone of the resistance 
movement. They stronger than 
they were before. 

Europeans 
American churches, 
try to keep aloof. 
sympathy but 
understanding. 

His own judgment was that the pro- 
per share of the Southern Presbyterian 
Church in meeting this need would be 
$289,000 instead of the $80,000 in the 
budget. (Later, the Assembly voted to 
permit special offerings for this cause 
next Easter, in addition to budgetary 
provisions.) At the conclusion of the 
address the Assembly stood in tribute 
and appreciation and was led in prayer 
for the suffering people of Europe by 
the moderator, Thomas K. Young. 


are 


the 
if we 


understand 
he declared, 
They do not want 
they want sympathetic 


won't 


Bills and Overtures 


The report of the standing committee 
on bills and overtures was presented by 
the 1944 moderator, Charles L. King, 
and was approved by the Assembly. It 
enacted all amendments to the Book »f 
Church Order as sent down to the pres- 
byteries by the last Assembly; it de- 
clined to rescind the statement and sup- 
press the literature on Dispensational- 
ism as authorized by the 1944 Assembly 
with particular reference to the teach- 
ings of Lewis Sperry Chafer. Dr. Cha- 
fer, in a communication to the Assem- 
bly, had spoken of these assertions as 
“not only false but indictable,’ and he 
had urged that the statement be 
scinded. (The statement has been is- 
sued as a pamphlet through the Presby- 
terian Committee of Publication, indi- 
eating that Dispensationalism, as seen 
of Dr. Chafer’s writings, and 
of the Scofield Bible, is 


re- 


in 
in 


some 
the notes 


out of accord with Presbyterian stand- 
ards.) 
The Assembly referred to the Com- 


mittee on Social and Moral Welfare the 
matter of requirements when a Presby- 
terian and a non-Protestant marry; in 
regard to travel in a 
national emergency it saw no violation 
of the principle of separation of church 


restrictions on 
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and state, though it deplored the glar- 
ing inconsistency of permitting sport- 
ing events and recreational camps while 
church gatherings in which study is a 
prominent feature are forbidden. It re- 
fused to discourage amendments to the 
Book of Church Order as some presby- 
teries had requested; it asked the per- 
manent judicial commission to study 
the requested enactment of a law pro- 
viding for trustees of a church; it sus- 
tained the judicial commission in de- 
clining to provide a commissioning serv- 
ice for directors of religious education 
(last year this was spoken of as ‘‘a step 
toward the ordination of women’’). 
The Assembly answered an overture 
regarding the administration of bap- 
tism by immersion by re-affirming for- 
mer deliverances which discourage, 
though do not forbid, the practice. It 
instructed the publication committee to 


make available pamphlets and books 
dealing with activities of the ‘‘Roman 
Catholic Church deemed inimical to 


our faith and liberty.” 


Judicial Business 


A protest by John Scott Johnson, of 
Augusta, Ga., charging undue haste and 
discourteous treatment at the last As- 
sembly, was considered by the stand- 
ing committee on judicial business of 
which Judge Julian Alexander, of Jack- 
son, Miss., was chairman. In qa report 
adopted unanimously by the Assembly, 
it was declared that no basis for action 
was found. 


Union and Federal Council 


Foreign relations considerations usu- 
ally make up the most interesting con- 
siderations of the Assembly. In the 
judgment of many it was true this year. 
The committee, headed by Dr. Lingle, 
brought in a unanimous report answer- 
ing negatively overtures seeking to end 
consideration of union with the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S. A., and attempting 
to cause the denomination to withdraw 
from the Federal Council of Churches. 
After long and, at times, inspiring dis- 
cussion, the Assembly sustained the 
committee by overwhelming votes, with 
not enough nays to require a division 
of the house. The permanent commit- 
tee on cooperation and union was in- 
structed to “enceavor to perfect as soon 
practicable the plan for reunion.” 
The phrase “‘in order that it may be pre- 
sented to the first Assembly after the 
war,”’ was stricken out, though advo- 
eates of union tought the instruction 
to perfect the plan ‘‘as soon as practi- 
cable’ was 


as 


generous encouragement. 
Sessions and presbyteries urged 
to continue sending in to the verma- 
nent committee their suggestions for 
the improvement of the plan before No- 
vember 1, for, it was stated, a num- 
ber of important changes hav2 already 
been made in response to such sugges- 
tions. Action on the Federal Council 
was the most positive in recent history, 
declaring that ‘the Protestant denomi- 


were 
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nations should work in the closest possi- 
ble cooperation with each other.” 

In the debate on reunion of the Pres- 
byterian churches opponents insisted 
that ‘‘movements toward union will 
cause division in the church” (J. L. 
Skinner, Memphis); “elders are not 
ready to vote on this’ (William Rule, 
Jr., Knoxville); ‘“we need more time for 
study” (R. W. Cousar, Chattanooga, in 
protesting submission at first Assembly 
after the war); ‘“‘thought the General 
Assembly had said we want to wait un- 
til this great war is over before we 
start another,” (J. E. Abbott, Sarasota, 
Fla.); ‘“‘This proposal is live ammuni- 
tion. . . The trouble is sin, not sepa- 
ration from the northern church’’ (R. 
A. Bolling, Cleveland, Miss.); ‘“The time 
hasn’t come to speak on the merits of 
organic union overtures were 
sent up so that it would be seen that 
there is not utter unanimity on this 
question. twenty-three presby- 
teries can stop it. Fifteen or sixteen in 
recent years have voted against it and 
when the time comes there will be twice 
as many,” (J. M. Wells, Sumter, S. C.). 

In the discussion which carried over 
into the evening, leaders of and speak- 
ers for reunion included Dunbar H. Og- 
den, Sr., chairman of the permanent 
committee on the subject, reviewing the 
history and telling of progress that is 
being made; E. Z. Browne, a layman 
from New Orleans: If (B. M. Palmer) 
who led in the beginning of our church 
were here today I think he would look 
down into these presbyteries which 
asked us to shut the door in the face 
of union and I think he would say, 
“Brethren, look again; look again’’; 
Albert Kissling, Jacksonville: When 
Jesus prayed, “That they may all be 
one,’’ he was praying for a _ spiritual 
unity, but you cannot have a rent body 
and a united spirit. . By what right 
do we pray for the unity of the nations 
when we will not advance the unity of 
the church? . Are we going to con- 
tinue to put blocks in the road to the 
fulfilment of the priestly prayer of 
Christ? ; 

On the Federal Council issue, D. J. 
Currie, DeFuniak Springs, Fla., said, ‘‘A 
committee does not rise above its lead- 
ers. You know who the leaders of the 
Federal Council are... .” R. L. Vin- 
ing, Piedmont, W. Va., called it ‘‘a dan- 
gerously unsound organization’; quot- 
ing from writings of council officers. I. 
M. Ellis, Gastonia, N. C., reminded the 
Assembly of the actions of the 1943 and 
1944 Assemblies voting their judgment 
that the issue should be submitted to 
the presbyteries after the war and urg- 
ing similar action. 

Dr. Foreman declared that continued 
membership in the Federal Council is 
even more important than federal unity 
of the churches. The Federal Council 
is not a creedal organization; it could 
not be. When in the history of Christen- 
dom has it been more important for 
Christians to work together? 
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Dr. Lingle indicated that the Assein- 
bly should take such an action on its 
own: counsel, as provided by the Book 
of Church Order. Past actions in join- 
ing or withdrawing from the Federal 
Council, he said, had always been taken 
by vote of the Assembly, not by action 
of the presbyteries. 

Parks W. Wilson, Harrisonburg, Va., 

said reference to the presbyteries, with 
the suggestion that action of the presby- 
teries shall be binding, is contrary to 
our church law; we lose sight of the 
contribution our church can make 
through the Federal Council—the 
strongest single voice in American Prot- 
estantism today. Marion A. Boggs, a 
member of the Federal Council from the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., told of his 
deep impression of the prevailing con- 
viction of loyalty to historic, evangeli- 
cal Christianity and of the council’s evi- 
dence of the strength of Protestant 
unity. Charles L. King was the last 
speaker in the debate, saying, ‘This 
question ought to be settled here. The 
last two Assemblies made a mistake (in 
suggesting later reference to the presby- 
teries). We have already voted to elect 
representatives to the World Council of 
Churches, but that doesn’t affect you a 
bit. We will work with Christians from 
Europe, Asia and the islands of the sea, 
but we are saying, we will not wark 
with our Christian neighbors here at 
home. . . Why do we not exalt some 
of the other leaders of the council (in 
addition to those mentioned), men like 
Dr. Speer and Bishoy Tucker, who have 
been president of the .ouncil? 
There is talk of the church’s being 
greatly disturbed over this issue, but 
I have been all over the church in re- 
cent months and I have found no great 
disturbance. I wonder if we realize 
that our world is burning tonight, and 
the issues involved are far larger than 
some of those touched upon here in the 
discussion, . . Think about the young 
people in your churches and away from 
your churches. Don’t antagonize them 
by drawing off in the corner and re- 
fusing to cooperate. Let our 
church stand shoulder to shoulder with 
the other great denominations of 
America.”’ 

The standing committee’s report as 
adopted, elected William T. McElroy, J. 
L. Skinner, Ernest Trice Thompson, 
James I. McCord, as principal repre- 
sentatives to the Western Section of the 
Alliance of the Reformed Churches for 
a period of eight years. Alternates are: 
Charles G. Bruce, Henry A. Walker, W. 
J. Gipson, J. M. McDill. As represen- 
tatives to the World Council of 
Churches, the Assembly named: Homer 
MeMillan, and John R. Cunningham; al- 
ternates: D. W. Richardson and Charles 
L. King. To the Federal Council of 
Churches it elected, principals: John M. 
Alexander, M. A. Boggs, Albert Kiss- 
ling, J. H. Marion, Judge D. H. Eding- 
ton; alternates: Ernest Arnold, John 
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Johnson, J. W. Jackson, Fred A. Wal- 
lis, and G. W. Gideon. 

The committee’s request that the As- 
sembly request the withdrawal of the 
personal representative of the President 
at the Vatican was sustained without ob- 
jection. Regarding a request for cen- 
sure of leaders of the San Francisco 
conference for failure to open the con- 
ference with prayer, the Assembly 
pointed out that ‘‘meetings of all Ameri- 
can legislative bodies should be opened 
with prayer,” but that at San Francisco 
representatives of many countries and 
religions were present. ‘The chairman 
of the conference therefore called for a 
period of quiet meditation and thus 
gave the representatives of all reli- 
gions the opportunity to pray in such 
manner as their conscience dictated.” 


MONDAY EVENING 


Between the first part of the debate 
on the report on foreign relations and 
its conclusion late Monday night, came 
the report of the standing committee 
on religious education and publication 
presented by James B, Bear, Richmond, 
chairman. In adopting this report, the 
Assembly designated the current year 
as ‘“‘Chapel Year,” urging widespread 
emphasis on outpost evangelism; it 
formally launched the fourth year of the 
United Religious Education Advance; 
it ordered the executive committee to 
stimulate and help elders and deacons 
in their service to pastorless congrega- 
tions; it urged the establishment of at 
least one Sunday school within walking 
distance of unchurched neighborhoods 
with promise of free literature; it ap- 
proved the churchwide study of Bases 
for World Order in September; it urged 
full cooperation in the large number of 





Presbyterian, USA, Greeting 


The General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church in the United States, 
Montreat, N. C. 

The 157th General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America, meeting in Min- 
neapolis, Minnesota, appreciates the 
presence and message of the Rev. Dr. 
David L. Stitt and extends fraternal 
greetings and earnest good wishes 
to the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United 
States. We pray humbly that God 
will strengthen and guide both of 
our beloved churches as they face 
the tremendous needs of our torn 
world, and we pray that the progress 
thus far made in uniting us for the 
tasks ahead may be continued and 
increased until we shall be one com- 
munion again. 

WILLIAM B. LAMPE, Moderator, 

WILLIAM B. PUGH, Stated Clerk. 
Minneapolis, Minn., 

May 25, 1945. 











regional conferences to be held across 
the Assembly during the summer and 
fall in lieu of the usual summer confer- 
ences at Montreat. 

Edward D. Grant, executive secretary, 
introduced staff and leaders of the reli- 
gious education program who were in 
the Assembly. He presented Joseph M. 
Garrison, retiring director of student 
work after more than four years, soon 
to begin his work as pastor of the 
Church of the Covenant, Greensboro, N. 
C. (It has been announced by Wallace 
M. Alstoh, chairman of the joint com- 
mittee supervising this work, that Dr. 
Garrison’s successor will be Harry G. 
Goodykoontz, of Denton, Texas. Dr. 
Goodykoontz is expected to begin his 
work September 1.) 

Alex R. Batchelor, director of the ad- 
vance program, presented Elder T. E. 
Veach, Starkville, Miss., who told of the 
progress of the movement in his church, 
and Marshall C. Dendy, pastor of the 
First church, Orlando, Fla., who dis- 
cussed “The Pastor and the Advance.” 

John M. Wells offered an overture 
which was included in the report, urg- 
ing ministers and officers to do all they 
can to bring the Bible back into the 
public schools, to be taught without sec- 
tarian bias. 


TUESDAY MORNING 





“* rhe stated clerk announced that at- 
tendance of commissioners to the As- 
sembly reached 368, with only 12 of this 
year’s potential number of 380 absent, 

C. R. Bolton, Tupelo, Miss., intro- 
duced a resolution which was adopted 
by the Assembly, commending Presi- 
dent Truman for the character of his 
prayer upon his assumption of the office 
of President (quotation from Solomon), 
and asking the prayerful support of the 
head of the government during his ad- 
ministration, 


Stewardship Report 


M. A. Boggs presented the report of 
the standing committee on stewardship. 
The Assembly in adopting the recom- 
mendations, recognized the 1946 Assem- 
bly as the Stewardship Assembly; it au- 
thorized the Assembly’s Training School 
to undertake to raise $500,000 for per- 
manent improvements; Stillman Insti- 
tute, $500,000; it urged presbyteries 
and synods to undergird the work of 
their educational institutions now, com- 
pleting their campaigns not later than 
April 1, 1947 (it being announced later 
that plans for an enlargement of the 
work of the executive committees are 
being projected after this date); it re- 
vised its rules on the taking of special 
cfferings, not eliminating them, but re- 
stricting them to the four executive 
committees (beginning in 1946), mak- 
ing the use of special offerings optional 
in local churches. 

The askings as proposed by the per- 
manent committee (reported here May 

(Continued on page 10) 
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EDITORIAL 


A Great Assembly 

By almost 
Assembly 
was made 





test the 85th General 
was a great Assembly. It 
up of great 
and elders. They men with a 
forward look and a progressive spirit. 
They had the courage to do many things 
which ought to be done even though it 
meant old 

The Assembly had a great sermon by 
the retiring moderator, as commented 
upon in these columns last week. With 
that courageous declaration, he had 
much do setting the tone of 
the week. 85th Assembly’s 
moderator, Dr. Young, established him- 
self early and thoroughly as a great 
moderator. Endorsing with vigor the 
retiring moderator’s sermon, he helped 
point Then, 
man- 
gave 
in the hearts of the 
made up the Assembly. A 
expression, his 


any 


men—ministers 


were 


cross-plowing furrows. 


with 
The 


to 


own 


action to come. 

his gracious spirit, his democratic 
ner, and his vigorous leadership 
him firm lodgment 
men 


the way for 


who 
master of impromptu 
statements and his moving prayers lifted 
the tone of the meeting to high levels. 

With effective of the 
Assembly’s popular 


presentations 
the 
of a high 
educational, to 


great causes 


meetings were 
They 
but they 
Assembly, 


uniformly 


order were be 
sure, 
The 


of recent 


were also challenging. 
nearly 
one 

In 


votes 


than 
mind. 


more any 


years, was of Its 
decisions 
the counting of 
and at time 


and nays 


were sweeping. few cases 


was attempted 
both 


the 


no was the count for 


ayes taken; one way or 


other, the vote was overwhelming. 

The spirit of the Assembly and of 
the men who composed it was of a high 
order. Even in the midst of heated de- 
bate the proprieties, for the most part. 
were remembered. In the Assembly’s 
evening of highest interest, when Pres- 
byterian reunion and the Federal Coun- 
cil were being discussed, uncompli- 
mentary remarks about other Christian 
bodies shocked and displeased new com- 
missioners, but even these remarks were 
more restrained than some formerly 
heard on such occasions. 

Periods of worship, Dr. Lingle’s Sun- 
day sermon on “The New Command- 
ment,” and the communion service 
helped to set a fine tone and to stimu- 
late brotherly relations. 

So many deeply satisfying actions 
were taken by the Assembly that it is 
difficult select the more significant. 
Necessary omissions in the following list 
do not mean that they are not greatly 
important. 

1. Radio Committee. With high com- 
mendation for what has been done, the 
church’s radio committee is authorized 


to 


and challenged to develop a_ widely 
effective program throughout our 
boundaries. Though it must secure its 


own funds this year, it is written into 
the budget so as to provide $30,000 for 
the year beginning next April. 

2. Evangelism and Outreach. Many 
commissioners expressed themselves as 
highly pleased at the pro- 
of evangelism which is under 
The appropriation for this work 
increased to $15,000; a goal of 
50,000 to be received on profession of 
faith for the year; a program 


aggressive 
gram 
Way. 
was 


was set 
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of visitation evangelism will be pro- 
moted. Designated a “Chapel Assem- 
bly,”’ this meeting urged the establish- 
ment of Sunday schools in every area 
where there is none. 

3. Social Witness. No greater prece- 
dent was set than with regard to the 
work of the social and moral welfare 
committee. It was authorized to work 
out plans for an effective department 
or committee of Christian relations to 
be presented next year; it was instructed 
to arrange a pre-Assembly conference on 
Christian relations while synods’ com- 
mittees encouraged to do the 
same; and it was constituted as a ‘‘Com- 
mittee on a Christian Peace’ with ade- 
quate power (though no finances) to 
function. The term used by the Ginter 
Park elders who originated the overture 
which effected this arrangement asked 
that the should have the 
‘power to speak and act in its own 
name” as distinguished from speaking 
or acting in the name of the church. 
Their evident desire was to enable the 
committee to function. The present 
committee on social and moral welfare, 
as pointed out in these columns May 7 
(‘Is Everybody Out of Step But Us?’’), 
has power only to report to the Assem- 
bly; nothing more. With a world in 
upheaval, these elders evidently didn’t 
want the committee to have to wait until 
an Assembly met in order to keep them 
informed about situations where deeply 
significant issues might be at stake. For 
the sake of the record, it should be said 
here that every church in America which 
has such a committee or department has 


were 


committee 


given it this power which was the oc- 
casion of some debate in the recent As- 


sembly. They declare that such a com- 
mittee cannot function without it. After 
all, any committee must have the power 
to do its work; otherwise, there is no 
need to have a committee. In anything 
it does it is responsible to the body 
appointing it. If it does not represent 
it adequately them ‘‘off with its head.”’ 
It is a risk that must be taken, as it is 
taken by all our committees except the 
one on social and moral welfare. 

4. Cooperation and Union. For many 
commissioners the high point of the As- 
sembly was the Monday night debate on 
Presbyterian reunion and on member- 
ship in the Federal Council of Churches. 
Not in recent 
registered 


years, if ever, has the 


opposition to these move- 
ments been so small. While there 
were worthy protagonists for the 
side of non-cooperation the number 


on that side of the issue was too 
small to require a count. The instruc- 
tion to the committee on union to 
complete its plan for presentation to 
the Assembly ‘‘as soon as practicable”’ 
is the best encouragement yet given. 
And the vigorous approval of working 
in the Federal Council of Churches and 
a refusal to suggest reference of the 
question to the presbyteries puts the 
church where it should be—in full co- 
operation with the Protestant 
churehes of America. One member of 


other 


the “‘loyal opposition’’ was exactly right 
when he said privately, ‘“‘The trend is 
definitely ecumenical.’’ Insufficient at- 
tention given to the 
small appropriation to the work of the 
Federal Council. 
more churches will 
tributions. 


may have been 


Perhaps more and 


make direct con- 


5. Financial Advance. The steward- 
ship committee is setting high goals for 
the church. A greatly increased be- 
nevolence budget, a summons to equip 
the Assembly’s, synods’ and _ presby- 
teries’ educational institutions, the in- 
clusion of new causes in the budget, 
and a challenge to church officers to 
step-up their expectations of what the 
people are willing to do—all these, and 
more, mark hopeful advances. 

6. Work With Negroes. While it is 
always unfortunate to have disagree- 
ments, aS was true in the discussion of 
the church’s program for Negroes, it is 
good to see that everyone is in accord 
with the main issue: the church must 
do more and better than it has done for 
Negroes. The ad interim committee ap- 
pointed to study the situation deserves 
great confidence, and it is good to know 
of other thorough-going studies by com- 
petent authorities already under way. It 
will be fitting if the committee looks 
at its task in the way in which Dr. 
Lingle suggested when he said, ‘We 
need to study the changes that have 
taken place among Negroes since 1861. 
We need to study what other denomi- 
nations are doing among the Negroes 
of the South. We need a committee 
Over a period of one year or three years 
or five years to study the whole ques- 
tion of our attitudes and what the 
church ought to do.’’ Such a committee 
could not overlook one feature which 
saddened the hearts of many commis- 
sioners: The continuing, unbrotherly 
treatment of Negro commissioners who 
attend the Assembly. True, they are 
given committee leadership, but the in- 
struction of the 1943 Assembly has not 








10 THE PRESBYTERIAN 


yet been realized where it said, “We 
recommend that every commissioner, 
regardless of race or color, be accorded 
the full rights and privileges of the As- 
sembly.”’ For these brothers in Christ 
there are still the little green cabins 
below the Assembly Inn, with entrance 
to the dining room of the Inn by a side 
or back door and a far-corner table 
made conspicuous by a great, fixed gulf. 
aa . > 

However, the deep commitment to the 
causes of the church, the enthusiastic 
endorsement of the various ‘‘advances,” 
the willingness to rally to those move- 
ments which will bring the church to a 
higher level of effective service marked 
the Assembly as one worthy of its op- 
portunity. 

In a GI’s letter home, he wrote, 
“] have been somewhat put out with 
the church for some time and it gives 
me a great deal of pleasure to see that 
someone is looking ahead realistically 
and doing something about it.’’ The 
news of this Assembly will bring him 
courage. As it is accurately interpreted 
it will hearten the vast body of young 
people through the church and it will 
cause some of those who have lived lon- 
ger to believe that they will yet see some 
of their fondest dreams come true, some 
of their most fervent prayers answered. 
Upon hearing of the accomplishments 
of the 85th Assembly they will be able 
to say, as did one Southern Presby- 
terian elder, a leading educator of the 
nation, ‘“‘This is the best news I have 
heard in the South in many a day.” 





OUTSTANDING ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 7) 
28) were approved, putting in the bud- 
get for the first time the defense serv- 


ice council (7%), war relief (3%), 
evangelism (.75%), radio (1.25%). 


Total askings for 1946-47 amount to 
$2,665,000, an increase of $500,000. 
For the first time, the Assembly ap- 
proved a clear statement declaring 
ing that “‘askings sent down to the 
synods, and through them to the pres- 
byteries and the churches, shall be the 
total amagnt expected from the church 
by the every member canvass and by 
supplementary gifts.” 

Two new items in the calendar of 
special days and seasons include Sep- 
tember 1-30, World Order Study Month, 
and February 10, Boy Scout Day (in- 
troduced and supported from the floor 
by Boy Scout leaders). 
was designated Race Relations Sunday. 


OUTLOOK 


The Assembly recommitted to the 
stewardship committee the study of the 
advisability and feasibility of an As- 
sembly’s central treasurer. The plan 
was disapproved by the stewardship 
committee after affirmative recommen- 
dation by a special committee. The As- 
sembly adopted the recommendation 
“That stewardship committees of synods 
and presbyteries function as commit- 
tees and not as individual chairmen.” 

A contingent fund to be collected by 
an additional tax of one cent per mem- 
ber was ordered through the Assembly’s 
treasurer’s office. 

In connection with the stewardship 
report, J. G. Patton, stewardship secre- 
tary, said, ‘‘Our people are more ready 
to give than our church courts—from 
sessions, up through the General Assem- 
bly—are willing to ask. They should 
be challenged. This budget is a real 
advance.”’ 


Finance, Budget, Rules 


William Rule, Jr., presented the re- 
port on finance, budget and rules, re- 
porting on the audits of all Assembly 
agencies and providing for the opera- 
tion of the Assembly’s office (stated 
clerk and treasurer), including an as- 
sistant to the stated clerk. The As- 
sembly authorized the fifty-fifty division 
between the Ministers’ Annuity Fund 
and the office of the stated clerk of the 
net proceeds of the estate of Mrs. F. A. 
Manley, late resident of Dallas, Texas. 


Foreign Missions 

The report of foreign missions stand- 
ing committee was presented by Homer 
MeMillan, chairman. In connection with 
it Executive Secretary C. Darby Fulton 
led the Assembly in a tribute to the 
late Egbert Watson Smith, longtime 
foreign missions secretary. 

Dr. McMillan’s report told of the defi- 
nite forward movement in foreign mis- 
sion work; it indicated a new interest 
in missions in the churches, new testi- 
monials to the meaning and value of 
missions from soldiers, statesmen, and 
others, of the widening of spiritual hori- 
zons and the noticeable subsidence of 
provincial and isolationist attitudes to- 
wards missions; it urged a recognition 
of the need of missionaries—evangel- 
ists, teachers, doctors, nurses, indus- 
trial men, business managers, Office 
workers, dietitians, and the like. 

The Assembly, in connection with this 
report, issued ‘‘a summons in the name 


February 17 of Christ to the youth of our church, to 


the students in our colleges and semi- 
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naries, to our younger ministers and 
laymen, pleading for their prayerful 
confronting of the call of the Master to 
the fields abroad.’”’ The movement to- 
ward the million dollar reoccupation 
fund for the Far East was continued; 
the election of Richard T. Gillespie as 
candidate secretary for a term of three 
years was approved; Mrs. H. D. Haber- 
yan, Shreveport, La., and H. E. Russell, 
Montgomery, Ala., were added to the 
executive committee. The Assembly ex- 
pressed its appreciation to the execu- 
tive secretary and all his associates for 
their leadership of this work during 
these times of war and uncertainty. 


Home Missions 

John E. Abbott, Sarasota, Fla., pre- 
sented the home missions report, urg- 
ing more use of laymen in the conduct 
of services in pastorless churches, call- 
ing for the increasing of salaries of 
home mission pastors; asking for sup- 
port of efforts designed to increase the 
funds of Stillman Institute; seeking to 
enlist the full support of the church 
in the emergency fund campaign; and 
instructing ‘‘the executive committee 
and the Assembly’s home mission coun- 
cil to begin postwar planning that will 
cover a twenty-five year period and 
which will prove to be an intensive pro- 
gram of continued advance in un- 
churched areas of the Southland.” 

Social and Moral Welfare 

Another of the periods of high inter- 
est in the Assembly came with Dr. Fore- 
man’s presentation of the report on so- 
cial and moral welfare. The entire re- 
port of the permanent committee on 
“The Responsibility and Opportunity of 
the Local Church in Its Community 
During the Postwar Days,’ was ap- 
proved by the Assembly, with the ex- 
ception of a paragraph on the church 
and divorced persons, this being re- 
ferred again to the committee in view 
of a larger study which was assigned it 
regarding the question of divorce. (The 
report will be published and distributed 
by the Presbyterian Committee.) The 
permanent committee’s answer to the 
overture from the Presbytery of Abing- 
don, regarding dancing was approved 
with only a few negative votes heard. 
The planning committee was asked to 
arrange a period each year for study 
of some topic in the field of Christian 
relations. 

The Assembly authorized without ob- 
jection a study by the permanent com- 
mittee on social and moral welfare re- 
garding the possible erection of a de- 
partment of Christian relations with an 
executive secretary, with power to func- 
tion; report to be made to the next As- 
sembly. It asked the same committee 
to serve as a committee on a Christian 
peace, empowered to act and speak in 
its own name, in cooperation with the 
woman’s work and religious education 
committees, 

This reference, “with power to act 
and speak in its own name,” occasioned 
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more debate than any other feature, 
though when the vote was taken there 
were only 84 votes in opposition and 
the affirmative count was too large to 
take. Speakers in opposition pointed 
to a “‘principle involved’’ and suggested 
the possibility of violation of this privi- 
lege. Proponents stressed the impor- 
tance of the attitude of the church be- 
ing made known in these times. James 
E. Bear, Richmond, said, ‘‘We speak 
either as Christians or pagans. There 
are other voices being heard in our 
world. The elders who have originated 
this overture want to hear what the 
Southern Presbyterians have to say. We 
need this kind of guidance now.” 

The Assembly authorized the perma- 
nent committee to arrange a pre-Assem- 
bly meeting in 1946 on the general 
theme of Christian relations, open to 
commissioners and other members of 
the church, at their own expense; and 
they urged that similar meetings under 
the direction of the corresponding synod 
committees be held in the synods. 

In response to an overture from New 
Orleans Presbytery, the Assembly asked 
the Social and Moral Welfare commit- 
tee to study and report to the next As- 
sembly on the laws of the church re- 
garding divorce, suggesting changes in 
these laws that may seem wise and pro- 
per. Julian Lake, Rock Hill, §. C., was 
added to the committee in place of W. 
A Alexander, resigned. Miss Annie 
Tait Jenkins, Atlanta, also was made 
a member of the committee. 


Christian-Religious Education 


Adopting the recommendation of an 
ad interim committee, the Assembly au- 
thorized the appointment of an ad in- 
terim committee ‘‘to study the whole 
matter of the names, organization and 
functions of the executive committees 
of Christian Education and Ministerial 
Relief and of Religious Education and 
Publication, together with the entire 
program of Christian education in the 
Assembly, synods, presbyteries and local 
churches, and make such recommenda- 
tions to the Assembly as may see wise.” 
Dr. Young, the moderator, named to 
this committee: E. B. McGukin, W. T. 
Thompson, W. L. Carson, A. L. Currie, 
S. Hugh Bradley, and J. S. Blair Buck. 


Minister and His Work 


Presented by Lloyd Courtney, chair- 
man of the standing committee on the 
minister and his work, this report, as 
approved, called for a continued study 
of the question of term  pastorates 
(serving a church for a definite num- 
ber of years, with the possibility of re- 
newing the relationship at the end of 
the period). Answering an overture, 
the Assembly declined to relax its rule 
requiring ministers reaching the age of 
70 to retire. 


Assembly’s Training School 


With the feeling that the Assembly’s 
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Training School in Richmond, Va., ‘‘is 
embarking upon a new era of usefulness 
and of service,’ the General Assembly 
adopted the report of its standing com- 
mittee which was presented by R. W. 


Cousar, Chattanooga. Stressing the 
“unprecedented demand for workers in 
all areas of the church’s life,” it was 
said that the needs must be made 
known and must be met. Trustees were 
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authorized to proceed to raise $500,000 
for permanent improvements; they were 
given permission to enlarge the board 
from 15 to 21, to increase the amount 
of real estate which may be held up 
to 2,000 acres (that the gift of a farm 
may be received), and to enlarge the 
declared purposes of the corporation. 
James A. Jones, Charlotte, N. C., was 
added to the membership of the board 
in addition to those who were re-elected. 


TUESDAY EVENING 
Report on Woman’s Work 


Dunbar H. Ogden, Jr., Staunton, Va., 
presented the report on woman’s work, 
paying tribute to the effectiveness of 
this department of the church’s life 
The Assembly, in adopting the report, 
was gratified at the report of the larg- 
est annual offering ever given by the 
women of the church—$1,772,788, an 
increase of $221,458 over last year. The 
year’s birthday gift was $86,252. The 
permanent committee was commended 
upon the choice of Mrs. W. Murdoch 
McLeod as assistant secretary of the 
woman’s work committee. The printed 
material, the work among Negro wo- 
men, and the entire program were com- 
mended. At the close of the report, 
the Assembly, by a rising vote, ex- 
pressed “its appreciation of the splendid 
work done by Miss Jane W. McGaughey, 
secretary of woman’s work, and Mrs. 
John P. Walker, chairman of the As- 
sembly’s committe on woman’s work, 
and by all others who have had places 
of leadership in the woman’s work. . .” 
Mrs. C. A. Harrington, Houston, Texas, 
was elected to the Assembly’s commit- 
tee on woman’s work for a term of three 
years. 


Mountain Retreat Association 


Carried over from the afternoon ses- 
sion, the presentation of the report on 
the Mountain Retreat Association 
proved to be one of the entertaining, if 
not illuminating, periods of the Assem- 
bly. The Assembly, adopting the re- 
port presented by I. M. Ellis, Gastonia, 
N. C., approved the decision to con- 
form to the request of governmental 
agencies in cancelling summer confer- 
ences of the usual type. It was said 
that the regional conferences in ‘‘shop- 
ping areas” all over the chureh will 
reach many more people and will not in- 
terfere with transportation. Announce- 
ment was also made that a satisfactory 
program will be presented at Montreat 
during the season, even though there 
will be no conferences. 

High point of the discussion of this 
report came when the committee called 
the Assembly’s ‘‘attention to the con- 
templated raising of Montreat College 
to the senior college level, the junior 
year to be added in September, 1945, 
and the senior year in 1946.” Discus- 
sion on this point was carried over into 
the evening session in order that R. C. 
Anderson, Montreat president, might ex- 
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plain the situation. Questions were 
along the usual lines as to 
whether the Presbyterian Church, U. S., 
actually Montreat or not and 
whether the Assembly has any authority 


over its total activities or its parts, 


raised 


owns 


(An able investigating committee a few 
years ago reported to the Assembly that 
Montreat does belong to the church but 
‘it is held in trusteeship. ) 

Dr. Anderson, upon being questioned 
nefore the Assembly, explained that the 
trustees of the college are “incorporated 
so as to keep the General Assembly from 
financial responsibility.’”’ He said it is 
impossible to do the work the institu- 
tion is designed to do on the junior col- 
lege level, stressing the recent closing 
of Asheville Senior College as an added 
Of the $500,- 
000 needed for the development, he said 
$60,000 is in sight. 


reason for the change. 


As to ownership, 
he said, “The Assembly owns the town 
and the town owns the college.’’ Gaither 
Tall, the administration and _ other 
buildings, he said, were built on Asso- 
ciation property—given with the un- 
derstanding that the buildings would 
belong to the Association so long as the 
college exists. 


No Control by General Assembly 


Professor B. E. Looney, Denton, 
rexas, told of his thorough investigation 
of the Montreat set-up. The trustees, 
he said, can make it a senior college 
whether the General Assembly wants it 
or not. He expressed his opposition 
to such a step for, he said, he knows the 
requirements which must be met before 
an institution can become accredited, 


“This college couldn’t be a member of 


r 


the Southern Association now, for not in 
more than one-fourth to one-third of 
its specifications could it measure up 
to its standards. If the trustees 
will make it a standard, accredited jun- 
ior college they will do the best possible 
thing.’ ’ , 

Dr. Anderson “Getting the 
money is my burden; the college is out 


said, 


of debt: we are not going to ask the 
churches for the money—there is 
enough money on the board of Montreat 
College to run in. 
ested. 


Asheville is inter- 
The people there want the col- 
lege and will give the money. It would 
be very unwise not to take it.”” He told 
of the increasing need of teachers of 
Bible in the public schools and of the 
demand for trained Christian 
workers. The college expects to help 
meet this need. 

William W. Malcolm, Norfolk, Va., 
formerly engaged in college work, asked 
about the value of Montreat College 
credits—“‘when students come to a col- 


great 


lege we have a moral obligation to let 
them know just how good its credits 
are.”” In reply, Dr. Anderson did not 
say that the credits are accepted at all 
standard colleges, but he declared that 
the students are accepted where they 
wish to enter. Some colleges, he said, 
discount the credits, the students enter- 
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ing higher classes on condition that if 
they make satisfactory progress their 
work will be validated. Sometimes, he 
said, when it is obvious that credits will 
not be accepted, additional work is as- 
signed in order that the student may 
be matriculated with sufficient credits. 

A Louisiana pastor, whose daughter 
attended the college, praised the institu- 
tion and expressed his regret that there 
had not been a four-year course avail- 
able. 

When the discussion ended Dr. An- 
derson declared, “The thing has really 
already been done!”’ 

The Assembly adopted a resolution 
introduce by Leonard E. Woodward, 
minister at Troy, Ala., a former life- 
guard at Montreat’s Lake Susan, ask- 
ing Montreat authorities to clean and 
drain the lake when practicable. It 
was pointed out that the lake had not 
been cleaned in seven or eight years and 
was in hazardous condition. Dr. An- 
derson expressed the judgment that 
there was no danger in the condition— 
“in 30 years we have never known any 
illness due to unsanitary conditions. 
This job will be done as soon as possi- 
ble, when labor is obtainable.”’ 


Bible and Sabbath 


Bible Cause was presented by the 
standing committee of which E, E. New- 
berry, Decatur, Ga., a member of Sne- 
decor Synod, was chairman; calling at- 
tention to last year’s distribution of 
Bibles and 
known.. 


portions — largest ever 
T. B. Hay, Memphis, reported 
for the committee on the Sabbath, the 
Assembly adopting the report of the per- 
manent committee with the exception 
of the central section which suggested 
“an educational advance in the study 
of Sabbath observance,”’ and ‘‘a positive 
strategy of Sabbath worship and work.” 
The standing committee called atten- 
tion to the organization of Protestant 
lay groups, especially business men (as 
in San Antonio) for the purpose of en- 
couraging Sabbath observance. 

R. E. Hough, Jackson, Miss., report- 
ing for the standing committee on the 
historical foundation (at Montreat), 
told of the large number of important 
accessions during the past year and of 
the growing importance of the agency’s 
service. The Assembly viewed ‘‘with 
satisfaction the prospects of the erection 
of a suitable building in the reason- 
ably near future.’’ Local churches were 
encouraged to deposit their records 
there. During the past year the founda- 
tion’s curator, Thomas H,. Spence, has 
been engaged in a survey of Protestant 
archives of the United States and Can- 
ada, under the direction of the Society 
of American Archivists. 

The treasurer reports that $6,735 has 
been contributed toward the $25.000 re- 
quired to match a like amount from the 
Mountain Retreat Association for the 
new building. 

(Continued on page 14) 
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BIBLE STUDY 
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The Church Begins Its Work 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR JUNE 17 


Lk. 24:44-48; Acts; Print Lk, 24:44-47; Acts 4:1-4; 5:29-42 


Recent lessons have given us a rapid 
survey of Old Testament history from 
Genesis to Malachi. We looked at the 
promise made to Abraham that through 
his seed all mankind should be blessed, 
the deliverance of the children of Israel 
from the land of bondage, the covenant 
between Israel] and Jehovah at Sinai, 
the settlement of the chosen nation in 
the promised land, the development of 
the empire of David and Solomon, the 
captivity of Israel, the captivity of Ju- 
dah, the return of the Jews to Jeru- 
salem, the rebuilding of the walls under 
Nehemiah, the renewal of the covenant 
under Ezra and Nehemiah, which led 
to the Jews becoming the people of the 
Book. 

We then glanced at the period be- 
tween the testaments and noted the gen- 
eral situation when John came preach- 
ing in the wilderness. After John was 
delivered up, Jesus came into Galilee 
proclaiming good news about God, and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled and the 
Kingdom of God is at hand; repent ye 
and believe in the good news.” The na- 
tion as a whole rejected the gospel, and 
Jesus died a felon’s death on the cross. 

The rulers thought that the follow- 
ers of Jesus would disperse after the 
death of their leader. Instead, the 
numbers increased rapidly. The ex- 
planation of this surprising turn of af- 
fairs is found in the closing pages of 
the four gospels and in the early pages 
of Acts. 


Ye Shall Be My Witnesses, Lk. 24:44-48 


The supreme fact which underlies the 
growth of the church was Jesus’ resur- 
rection from the dead. The four gos- 
pels tell us—from different points of 
view—how the women came to the 
grave and found the stone rolled away 


.and the body no longer there, how Jesus 


appeared to various disciples, or groups 
of them over a period of forty days. 
Ten different appearances are recorded. 
As we study these ten appearances we 
note that Jesus’ first purpose was to 
convince the disciples that he was really 
alive. He did convince them so that 
nothing thereafter, either shame or tor- 
ture or death, could shake them from 
that belief. His second purpose was to 
impress upon them their obligation to 
earry on his mission. We find this com- 
mission recorded in five different forms, 
recorded in five different passages (in 
Matthew, Mark, Luke, John and Acts), 
delivered on five different occasions. 
One form is found in our printed les- 
son (Lk. 24:44-47). It is generally 


agreed that these verses summarize 


some of the great lessons that Jesus 
tried to impress upon the disciples dur- 
ing the forty days that elapsed between 
the resurrection and the ascension. 

During his earthly ministry (‘‘while 
I was yet with you” represents the fact 
that he was no longer with them, as 
Lazarus, for example, had returned 
from the state of death to be with his 
friends), he had tried repeatedly to 
open their minds that they might under- 
stand from the scriptures about the 
Messiah. Now he makes one more ef- 
fort in the light of the cross and the 
resurrection. The Law and the Prophets 
and the Writings (the three divisions of 
the Jewish Scriptures) reached their 
climax in their predictions regarding 
his sufferings, his resurrection from the 
dead, and the extefsion of the gospel 
from Jerusalem to the Gentile world. 

Jesus taught them, in other words, 
(1) that through his life, death and 
resurrection he had _ fulfilled those 
things which were written in the law 
of Moses and the prophets and the 
He taught them (2) that re- 
pentance and remission of sins should 
be preached in his name unto all na- 
tions, beginning from Jerusalem, where 
he had been crucified and where he had 
been raised again from the dead. ‘Ye 
are my witnesses,” he said, ‘‘of these 
things.’’ The same thought is empha- 
sized in the final form of the Great 
Commission recorded in Acts 1:8, ‘‘Ye 
shall be my witnesses, both in Jeru- 
salem and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost parts of the 
earth.’’ The chief purpose of Acts, 
which is included in our present study 
is to tell us how faithfully the disciples 
fulfilled this commission. Jesus taught 
his disciples (3) that they were to ful- 
fill this commission not in their own 
power but in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. “Behold I send forth the 
promise of my Father upon you, but 
tarry ye in the city, until ye be clothed 
with power from on high.’’ The same 
thought is found in Acts 1:8, “‘Ye shall 
receive power when the Holy Spirit is 
come upon you and ye shall be my wit- 
nesses . . .” This promise was ful- 
filled in the day of Pentecost. The Holy 
Spirit descended upon the _ disciples 
while they were gathered together in the 
upper room, and it was in his power 
that they went forth to conquer the 
world for Jesus, 


psalms. 


Beginning In Jerusalem 
Acts 1:8, which repeats the main 
thoughts of Luke 24:44-49, not only 
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also the general movement which Luke 
proceeds to describe. In Acts 1-7 he 
describes the witness in Jerusalem, in 
8-12 the witness in Judea and Samaria, 
and in 13-28 the witness unto the ut- 
termost parts of the earth. 

For three years the disciples remained 
in Jerusalem and bore their witness 
for Christ in the great religious center 
of the nation. Luke describes— 

1. The First Witness, 1-2. For ten 
days after the ascension of Jesus the 
disciples continued earnestly in prayer; 
they were filled with the Holy Spirit; 
Peter preached the first Christian ser- 
mon; three thousand men believed; the 
disciples continued in the _ apostles’ 
teaching, in fellowship, in the break- 
ing of bread, and in prayer. 

2. The First Opposition, 3:1-4:31. 
One day when Peter and John healed 
a lame man a great crowd collected. 
Peter explained that the miracle had 
been wrought through faith in the name 
of Jesus. The number of believers was 
increased to five thousand. The Sad- 
ducees (the priests were the leaders of 
this party, the captain of the temple was 
in their employ), who were the politi- 
cal and economic rulers of the people 
under the Romans and who had been 
chiefly responsible for the death of 
Jesus, were alarmed lest the people hold 
them responsible for crucifying the 
Messiah (see 5:28), thus endanger their 
position. They had Peter and John ar- 
rested and put in public ward. The 
next day they strictly forbade them to 
speak further in the name of Jesus, 
But the Apostles replied, ‘‘Whether it 
is right in the sight of God to hearken 
unto you rather than unto God, judge 
ye; for we cannot but speak the things 
which we saw and heard.” (4:19.) 

3. The First Sin, 4:32-5:11. The 
first break in the unity of the church, 
the first open denial of brotherhood, 
came through the sin of Anarias and 
Sapphira. Their sudden death was un- 
doubtedly interpreted as God’s judg- 
ment upon their sin against the Spirit 
within the church. 

Wait and See 

4. The First Persecution, 5:12-42. 
The refusal of the disciples to cease 
preaching in the name of Jesus and the 
continued growth of the church led 
to their arrest a second time by the 
Sadducees. ‘‘We strictly charged you,” 
they said, ‘‘not to teach in this name; 
and behold ye have filled Jerusalem with 
your teaching and intend to bring this 
man’s blood upon us.’”’ But Peter and 
the apostles answered and said, ‘‘We 
must obey God rather than man.”’ The 
order not to teach in Jesus’ name had 
come from the Sanhedrim, the highest 
governing authority among the Jews, 
so that what Peter and the apostles 
really said was, ‘‘We must obey God 
rather than the state.’’ These words 
have been repeated over and over again 
in the history of the church, whenever 


gives us the theme of the book, butsovernment has sought to compel a man - 
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to deny convictions which mean more to 
him than life. It was the text of Mar- 
tin Niemoeller, recently released after 
eight years in a German concentration 
camp, and of Bishop Bergrav, the heroic 
bishop who defied the Nazis in Norway. 
The Sadducees were infuriated, just as 
the Nazis were infuriated by the atti- 
tude of men like Niemoeller and Ber- 
grav. They were ready to slay them as 
recently they had slain Jesus. But in 
this case they lacked the support of the 
Pharisees. Pharisees and Sadducees 
were the dominant group in the Sanhe- 
drim and they had united to condemn 
Jesus to the cross. But the Pharisees 
had not yet attacked the church, seem- 
ingly because its leaders continued to 
observe the law and the traditions of the 
fathers. Now Gamaliel, who stands out 
in history as one of the most noted 
teachers of this sect, expressed the mind 
of the party as a whole. Let us leave 
these men alone, he said. If the move- 
ment is really from God we will not be 
able to stop it; if it is not approved 
of God then it will fail; let us wait and 
see. Meanwhile we will remain neu- 
tral. 

These words of Gamaliel are often 
commended as the words of a very wise 
man, and the counsel which he gave is 
generally approved as the sort of policy 
which should be adopted toward move- 
ments of various kinds. [ agree with 
the late Archbishop of Canterbury, who 
wrote: “‘We are all familiar with the 
contrast in the Book of the Acts be- 
tween the wise and dignified Gamaliel 
and the hot-headed young Saul of Tar- 
sus (a pupil of Gamaliel, who did not 
believe that a man should remain neu- 
tral when confronted by a great spirit- 
ual challenge). Gamaliel is a great re- 
ligious teacher, and, confronted with 
-he most searching challenge that ever 
came to such a man, his advice is to 
let it alone and see what happens: if 
God is in the new movement, they can- 
not resist it; if he is not, it will col- 
lapse. So _ wise! So pious! and so 
completely lacking in sense of respon- 
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sibility. It was Gamaliel’s plain duty to 
make up his mind whether the move- 
ment was of God or not . . we only 
hear now of Gamaliel because of that 
one instance of pious futility. But Saul 
of Tarsus, who breathed out threaten- 
ings and slaughter, became the founder 
of churches all around the Aegean Sea, 
the greatest missionary in history and 
inaugurator of Christian theology. And 
so we want people who are ready to 
make adventure.” (The Church Looks 
Forward.) 

There ere great movements now 
which appeal for men’s support (for ex- 
ample, the movement to organize the 
peace of the world). Some of these 
movements are good, cthers are not 
good. And we must decide for these 
movements or against them. When such 
great issues are at stake, we dare not 
remain neutral. The attitude of Ga- 
maliel is nut to be admired or imitated 
It is better to be like Paul, and give 
oneself to the best one knows, even 
though there be occasional mistakes. 

Willing to Hazard All 

Faced by two alternative proposals, 
the Sanhedrim reached a compromise. 
They beat the apostles and charged 
them not to speak in the name of Jesus 
and let them go. The beating was not 
child’s play; it was more like the beat- 
ing which the Nazis were accustomed to 
give. It was the first time the disciples 
had been called upon to suffer for 
Christ. How did it affect them? Did 
it break their spirit? Did it cause them 
to reconsider their decision? Not at 
all. They departed from the presence 
of the council, rejoicing that they were 
counted worthy to suffer dishonor for 
the name. 

For three hundred years the church 
was persecuted by the Ruman Empire. 
Most of this time it was a capital crime 
to confess the name of Jesus. Scores 
of Christians were cruelly tortured. And 
as we read over the record we find that 
the martyrs were sustained by this same 
spirit that the apostles manifested, 
They too rejoiced that they were 
counted worthy to suffer for Christ. 
The Roman Empire could not prevail 
against a spirit like that. 

In our own day—in Japan—in China 
—in Russia—in Germany—in Holland 
—in Norway and Denmark, and in 
many other lands, Christians have again 
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been called upon to suffer. And once 
more they have demonstrated their wil- 
lingness to suffer for Christ. 

Recently Dorothy Thompson wrote of 
her interview with Martin Niemoeller 
after his release from a German con- 
centration camp. (cf. also The Presbyte- 
rian Outlook, May 28, p. 6.) This 
intrepid minister of the gospel had been 
imprisoned by the Nazis for eight years 
and had been held much of the time in 
solitary confinement. He could have 
been released at any time by simply 
promising not to speak in the name of 
Jesus. Of his seven sons only two are 
certainly alive. He has seen his coun- 
try ‘‘defeated, abased, ruined, and de- 
spised, as he foresaw it would be when 
it bent its knee to the golden calf of 
evil power.”’ Several things can hap- 
pen to a man who has undergone such 
trials, says Miss Thompson. “He can 
find that God has forsaken him, he can 
become cynical, he can take refuge in 
other worldly mysticism against the 
realities of life, or he can become 
strengthened and purified to an incan- 
descent faith and an unassailable inner 


freedom.’’ With Martin Niemoeller it 
has been the latter. “I encountered 
Martin Niemoeller,’ continues Miss 


Thompson, “in a place whereto he had 
been removed with Kurt Schuschnigg, 
Leon Blum, Hjalmar Schact, Prince 
Phillip of Hesse and many others who 
had been taken by the American army 
from their last internment place after 
the siege of Dachau, and I saw him un- 
der conditions which made it possible 
that we could have quiet and extended 
conversations. 

“He is a man from whom fear for- 
ever has flown. He is boyishly slim, 
wiry, nervous but disciplined. In full 
simplicity and humility, his brown eyes 
look steadily as he speaks and his smile 
is alight with kindness and peace. . 
When asked what he wanted personally 
to do, he said he would like to have his 
wife and two children join him and then 
go to England and America and talk to 
Christian leaders. . . Then he would 
like to return to preach the gospel of 
the living Christ to his own people. He 
said he has had a long time to medi- 
tate on the meaning of life.” 

The world cannot prevail against a 
spirit like that. 

The church finally conquered the Ro- 
man Empire, some one has said, because 
it out-thought, out-lived, and out-died 
the pagan world. 

According to Martin Niemoeller, the 
way Germany will turn depends upon 
how the occupying powers meet the 
spiritual and intellectual hunger of the 
people. It may be communism, it may 
be democracy, it may be Christianity, or 
it may be sométhing else. And so with 
the rest of the world. Once more Chris- 
tians are called upon to manifest their 
faith. Faced with life’s great decisions 
we dare not remain neutral. We must 
be willing to hazard all. “Ye are my 
witnesses...” 
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OUTSTANDING ASSEMBLY 
(Continued from page 12) 
Theological Seminaries 
In place of J. M. Wells, Charles W. 
McNutt, Fayetteville, W. Va., presented 
the report of the standing committee 
on theological seminaries. All institu- 
tions were said to have excellent finan- 
cial statements, but prospects for the 
enrollment of students in the immediate 
future were described as poor. Semi- 
nary faculties were commended for 
their work with particular attention to 
“a multitude of other duties that have 
been thrust upon them because of the 
shortage of ministers,’’ in addition to 
their regular tasks. The seminaries are 
making plans for refresher courses for 

returning chaplains. 

Austin Seminary: Enrollment, 26; 
21 in correspondence courses; five in 
Spanish speaking department. Ellis 
Nelson, former faculty member, was re- 
ported as having left in order to take 
up the direction of the Assembly’s young 
people’s work. (It was not officially 
reported, but the information was said 
to be correct that David L. Stitt, St. 
Louis pastor and a native Texan, had 
accepted a call to the presidency of 
this institution.) Permanent endow- 
ment increased by $13,547. 

Columbia Seminary: Enrollment, 66; 
financial year closed with surplus; en- 
dowment stands at $750,000; it is the 
only seminary in the church taking part 
in the Navy’s V-12 program. Louisville 
Seminary: Enrollment, 60; Arnold B. 
Rhodes, former pastor of the Hanover 
(Ind.) church, is associate professor of 
Hebrew and Old Testament exegesis; 
W. A. Benfield, Jr., is now vice-presi- 
dent and professor of practical theology; 
Ernest M. White is librarian. The 
seminary has no indebtedness; $7,758 
was added to the endowment during the 
year and $7,500 was raised for library 
purposes. 

Union Seminary: Enrollment, 172; 
undergraduates, 98; graduate students, 
74; also 26 graduate students working 
in absentia; permanent endowment in- 
creased by $49,010; reserve for pro- 
posed new dormitory stands at $78,641. 
Howard T. Kuist will be the 1946 
Sprunt lecturer. Plans are being made 
to add to the faculty a director of field 
work and a professor of biblical theology 
when conditions permit. 


Records and Thanks 

W. E. Davis, Norfolk, presented the 
report on synodical records, and LeRoy 
Gresham, Salem, Va., expressed the 
thanks of the Assembly to those who 
had assisted in the work of the week. 

The stated clerk, Dr. Scott, had pre- 
viously introduced to the Assembly Mrs. 
O. V. Armstrong, Montreat, and Mrs. 
C. E. Meuhler, Memphis, who had served 
in the office during the meeting. J. O. 
Thompson, Augusta, Ga. (not a Pres- 
byterian), who has helped with the 
preparation of standing committee and 
other reports since the 1936 Assembly 
met in Augusta, was presented to the 
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body, and Dr. Scott expressed appre- 
ciation for the voluminous reports 
which he prepares in expediting the 
Assembly’s work. 

The moderator of the Assembly, Dr. 
Young, led the closing worship period 
in a moving “Service of Thanksgiving 
and Dedication,” as prepared in the 
special devotional guide for the week. 
The commissioners read the 96th Psalm; 
they sang “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ 
Name”; the moderator offered a prayer 
ofthanksgiving for the Presbyterian 


Church in the United States and for 
God’s blessing upon the Assembly which 
was coming to a close; all joined in 
the Lord’s prayer; then they sang “a 
hymn of the church militant’—‘“On- 
ward, Christian Soldiers.’’ 

At 10:19 P. M. Tuesday, May 29, the 
moderator declared the 85th General 
Assembly adjourned to meet at Mon- 
treat, N. C., May 23, 1946, at 7:30 
P. M. 

(Editorial interpretation of the As- 
sembly, page 8.) 
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DID YOU KNOW? 


—that the 48 Southern Presbyte- 
rian Negro churches have an average 





of 50 members, the largest having 
207? 

—that the Assembly’s home mis- 
sion committee last year appro- 
priated $45,855 for Negro work, or 
$18.54 each for the 2,478 Negro 
members? 

—that two Southern Presbyterian 
Negro 
porting last 


churches became _ self-sup- 
first in the 
history of the Assembly’s home mis- 


sion work? 


year—the 


—R. L. ST. CLAIR. 
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